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A NOTE ON THE OBITUARIES

These obituaries appeared in the pages of the Shullsburg,
Wisconsin Pick and Gad from 1886 to 1913, They represent
the record of the passing of a large part of this first gen-
eration of Lhe Sullivan family in the United States,

Though unsigned, it is obvious from comparing styles that
these obituary notices were written by Joseph O'Connell Sullivan,
who was a columnist for the Pick and Gad.

These obituaries, written over a period of many years,
appear somewhat repititious when collected in this fashion.
ilowever, they are all included as they contain some grains
of information overlooked elsewhere,

Finally, only one obituary of a wife of the first
generation Sullivan brothers is included, This is due %o
the fact that most of the other obituaries of these women are
unavailable, Quite frankly, I included the¢ one which follows,
that of Mrs. Daniel Sullivan, because she was my ancestress.

George Thomas McDonald.



From Shullsburg Pick and Gad, Nov. 1886, 9

Obituary,.
DaUILL SULLIVAN.

Died: At his home in the town of Seymour, LaFayette County,
Jisconsin, on Tuesday, October 26, 1886, Daniel Sullivan, in
the 65Lh year of his age.

In the death of !'aniel Sullivan our county has lost one
of its oldest seltlers and the community one of 1ts most hon-
est and upright men, I[e was u native of Wayne county, Illinois,
having been born there on the 6th day of March, 1821, and was
the oldest of eleven children of Patrick Sullivan, a well known
citizen of this county, who died in 1858. In the spring of
1828 Patrick Sullivan and his family left their home in Illinois
and with an ox team started for the then wild praries of La-
Fayette county, uttracted here by the glowing reports of the
vast mineral wealth of this region, Aafter a few weeks of toil-
some travel they struck cump at Ryan's Grove a few miles north-
west of this village and after looking over the prospects they
located in the fall at what was then called "Dublin" which was
really the original setblement of Shullburge Dublin was located
along bthe south side of Lhe branch whic¢h has its rise in Judge
Blackstone's farm adjoining this village and which runs through
past Schulte's brewery and back of the Deppie farm, entering
Shullsburg Branch below Copeland's Mill, The town then consist-
ed of from fifteen to Lwenty miner's cabins mostly constructed
of logs and sods, many of them having a small garden patch
adjoining. The family remained here snboub two years, the father
being mostly engaged in teaming and at the end of that time
they removed out about two miles to what was known as the
Fawcett farm, and afterwards settled on the Sullivan homestead.
It was while the fzmily were at the latter place in the summer
of 1832 thut Lhe Dlaclk llawk war broke out and in July of that
year six horsemen c me alloping in from East Fork, below Galena
and startled the entire neirhborhood with the report that the
Indians were coming:: in large numbers to drive out the white

settlers. Thé history of those duays is well known to most of
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our readers. The vomen and children of all the families in the
neighborhood were hurriedly taken to Galena for protection
until a fort could be built for their protection nearer home,
and stout arms and courageeus hearts soon engaged in the con-
struction of a fort which was located on the westerly side of
Shullsburg branch, o fow rods to the left of the present bridge
near the furnace adjoining this village, The fort was simply
a large enclosure surrounded by a stockade, about twelve feet
hish of heavy g¢plit timbers set upon end in the ground, in which
Wwere a number of tents, ‘hen the fort was completed the women
' and children returned from Galena and occupied the fort while
the men who had not enlisted pursued their daily labor in the
surrounding neighborhood, returning at night to sleep within
the protection of the fort., Patrick Sullivan enlisted under
Col, Hamilton and at the close of the war in the spring of
18323 he commenced improving the homestead farm, which he had
pre-empted and upon which he resided until his death in 1858,
Daniel remainini; upon the farm until 1849 when he removed to
the farm upon which he died. He was married in 1848 to Ellen
Mead, who still csurvives him and by whom he had five children,
three of whom still live. IMrs. Charles Boyle, Mrs. T.J. O'Neill,
and Patrick Dullivan., UNo kinder hearted man than Dan Sullivan
ever lived. Reared as he was amid the danger and privations
of pioncer life in the lead mines he knew and appreciated all
of 1ts vicissitudes and no unfortunate miner ever vainly appeal-
ed to him for aid. 'Mis funeral on Thursday last was one of the
largest which ever took place in this neighborhood, showing
the esteem in which he was held by all who knew him, Thus
the early settlers of our county have passed over to the great
silent miajority beyond, until but few are now left Lo relate
the stories of pioneer life. Their memory will be cherished
by fMuture generntions nnd the nume of Daniel Sullivan will

never be menitioned except in kindness,
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Obituary of Fllen Sullivan, wife of Daniel Sullivan, from the
Shullsburg, Wi, Pick & Gad, January, 1904,

Mrs. IEllen Sullivan,

Died, in the Lown of Seymour, Tuesday, December 29, 1903,
Mrs. Illen Sullivan, wife of the late Daniel Sullivan.

becensed wis born in County Cork, Ireland, in 1820, and
came with her puarents to Galena, Ill., in 1838, where her
parents died and are buried in the old cemetery now covered
by a parl{ of the city. ©OGhe was married to Daniel Sullivan
in 1848, and the following year settled with her husband on
the farm in Seymour where she resided up to the time of her
death,

Her maiden nome was Ellen Mead, and she was the last of
2 large family of brothers and sisters.

She was the mother of five children, two of whom, Mrs,
Chas. Boyle of Seymour, and Patrick Sullivan of Calamine, sur-
vive her. fIler husband died in 1886, since which time she
made her home with her son-in-law, Chas. Boyle, where loving
care smoothed the pathway of her declining years, and surround-
ed her with every comfort.

The decensed was a true type of the early pioneer people
Lo whose selfl-sacrifice and sterling worth the development
of the lead region and present prosperous community is a mon-
ument grander than marble., Her kindly presence will be sadly
missed, and her churitable deeds will long be cherished by
many. By her death one more old settler, a kind mother, neigh-

bor and friend, is gone.
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From the Shullsburg Pick and Gad, August, 1905.

OCbituarye
WILLIAM SULLIVAN,

Died in North New Diggings, August, 20th, 1905, after a
lingering 1llness, William Sullivan, aged 7% years and 5 days.

he subject of this sketch was born in the Fort in 01d
Shullsburg, Wisconsin, during the Black Hawk War on the 15th
day of August 1832 and has been a resident of this county
during life with the exception of a year and a half which he
spent in California, and has seen pioneer times in this county.
He was a quiet and peaceable citizen respected by all. who knew
him. I don't think he had an enemy livinge. His occupation
wis farming mixed with mining. Five years ago he got a par-
alytic stroke from which he never fully recovered., Two years
ago he got another stroke which badly affected his memory,
from which he never got better but gradually kept getting worse
until the final end came, He was married to Ann Downs on the
5th of November 1857 and from this union eight children were
born, four boys and four girls survive him, He leéaves an aged
wife and three children, Agnes Hynes of Elk Grove, Owen of
Cuba, and Tatherine Josephine Henny of New Diggings and 10
grandchildren to mourn their loss, and also three aged brothers,
Joseph, Patrick and James. His funeral took place Tuesday
the 22nd from 5Ht. Matthew's church, Rev., Father McGinnity
officiating and he was laid to rest in the Catholic cemetery

adjoining the city, followed by a large number of friends,
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Trom the Shullsburc Pick and Gad, April 190%.

Obituarye.
PATRICKE SULLIVAN,

Died in Oakville, Chehalis County, State of Washington,
on April 4th, 1207, Patrié¢k Sullivan, aged 76 years and 22
days. His remains were brought to Shullsburg at noon on Wed-
nesday in care of his nephew, John Oullivan, and taken to the
nome of his brother James in the town of New Diggings and
wiked Wednesday night. Thursday the remains were taken to
Ste, Matthew's Church in Shullsburg, where requiem mass and
funeral services were performed by Rev, Father McGinnity.
[fe was laid to rest in the cemetery adjoining this city by
the side of his wife, who preceeded him to the grave twenty-
five years uago.

The subject of this notice was born in 0ld Dublin, &0
rods west of the old Shullsburg brewery, on the 12th of March,
1831, In 18%3% his parents removed to a farm in the town of
Seymour, where he grew to manhood,

“hen the gold fever broke out in California he, John O'Neill,
the labte Thomas PMcComish and Wed Bulger in the spring of 1852
procured an ox team and took the overland route to California,
where he remained thirteen years, spending most of that time
in the lumber business, it being very profitable at that period.
In 1865 he came bock on a visit to his old home, and purchased
a farm near New Diggings, After remaining some time among
relatives and friends he went back to California and disposed
of lhiis interests there., Ile returned here soon affter and on
January 28, 1867, wuas married to Bridget Patten, daughter of
the late William TPatten of Shullsburg, and the following spring
moved on to his farm and followed farming until his wife died,
April 17, 1879, In a short time thereafter he disposed of
his personal properhy and passed the following two years with

relabives and I'riends, chielly with his wife's people.
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In the fall of 1881, he started the first lumber yard
ever in Shullsburg, remaining in the business until early in
the spring of 1882. The business was too confining and he
sold out to Dodge & Stone, of Monroe, and went to Nebraska,
purchased a ranch and engaged in the stock business, following
it for twelve years. Getting well along in years he sold the
ranch and bought a home in Merriman, in the same state, Every
4th of July flor the past six years, he spent with relatives
and friends in Wisconsin., The climate in Merriman being rather
cold for him he would spend the winter in a warmer climate.

His career was quibte a checliered one., He was not blessed with
any family. MHe leaves two aged brothers Joseph of Seymour,
and James of New Diggings and a number of Nephews and neices
and sisters-in-law to mourn his death. He was honest and
upright in 2«1l his dealings, and leaves not an enemy. So

passed away one more of Lafayette County's early pioneers.

A Relative,.
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From the Shullsburg Pick and Gad, Feb. 1908

JOSEPH SULLIVAN.

Joseph fHullivan, the subject,of this sketch, was born
at Shawneetown, Wayne County, Illinois, January 21, 1824, and
died at his home in Seymour Tuesday April 21, 1908, The fun-
eral took place Thursday forenocon with Requiem mass and funeral
services by Rev. Father Morris at St. Matthew's church, and
the remains were laid to rest in the cemetery adjoining the
ghurehs

Deceased was one of the early pioneers of the Lead Mines,
He came with his parents to Wisconsin in 1828, the family
locating at Dublin, as the first settlement at Shullsburg
was then called, and which consisted of only a few scattered
cabins on the north side of the ridge, north of the Branch,
Here the family remained until 1831, when they moved to what
is called the Drybone, where they were living when the Black-
hawk war began in 18%2, The Sullivan family and others were
forced to seek the protection of the Fort at Galena, returning
to Shullsburg when the Fort there had been completed, In 1834
Mr. Sullivan's parents moved to what is now Seymour, and they
were the first settlers and built the first house in the
townshipe.

On Februray 4, 1851, he was married at Shullsburg to
Miss Anna Morgan, who with four children, Joseph O., Thomas J.,
Mrs, John L. O'Brien and Mrs. M.A. O'Brien survive him, all
of whom reside in Seymour and were with him during his last
illness, which was of brief duration, although he had been in
poor health for nearly two years., The deceased had a pleasant
kind disposition, which saw: only the brisht side of things,
and always made the most of any situation. He possessed a
strong, rugged constitution, which with an exemplary life and
good habits prolonged his years far beyond the alotted time
for man,



Mr. Sullivan was a carpenter by trade and at times engaged
in mining, but most of his life was spent on the farm in the
comfortable home which his labor and industry had created,
and where in the midst of pleasant environments he delighted
to meet and greet his friends, He was devoted to his wife
and family with a devolion for which no sacrifice was too
great, and was loved and honored by them in return. Reared
amid the h .rdships of pioneer life, he knew and appreciated
its vicissitudes, and was always ready to encourage and assist
others. He liked to talk of early times and cherished his
early friendships with which differences of opinion never for
a moment interferred, steadfast in his own faith and views
he always conceded the same right to others., He was held in
the highest esteem by his neighbors and the community and
retained their respect and regard without a single exception
to the last.

Mr, Sullivan was treasurer of Elk Grove when Seymour
was part of that township, and in 1874 and 1875 and again
in 1879 and 1880 was Chairman of the Town Board of Seymour,

He was a lifelong member of the Catholic church and diedi
fortified by Gthe full rites of that faith. By his death the
community has lost one of its best citizens, one who 1in every
capacity met every requirement of a man, Scrupulously honest
in all things, he was a man of the strictest integrity, and
held every debt or trust as a sacred obligation. Thus has
passed away another old settler, a true Christian, a good

man, honored and respected in life. May he rest in peace.
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From the Shullsburg Pick and Gad, Jan, 1913 ;@;E&%k}— ,ﬁngdC;J
Y

James Sullivan, an old and respected citizen of this county
died at his home in New Diggings Township Sunday Morning,
Januuary 5, 1913, at an advanced age of paralysis. Funeral
services were held Tuesday forenoon from St. Matthew's church,
Shullsburg, conducted by Rev. Fr. Croke and the remains were
laid Gto rest in the cemetery north of the citye. With the death
of James Sullivan the lust chapter in the history of one of the
early pioneer. families of Lafayette County has been written.
His parents, Patrick and Julia, came to Shullsburg, or Dublin,
as it was then called, in the spring of 1828, the settlement
at that time consisting of about a dozen houses which were
located on the ridge north of the Shullsburg Branch, - Here the
family remained until 1832 when they moved to New Diggings
township, where the deceased was born on the 31st day of March,
1825, He was one of a family of eleven brothers and sisters,
all of whom have preceeded him to the great beyond where they
are now once more re-united.,

Mr., Sullivan grew to manhood on the 0ld homestead in Seymour
and during the gre:ter part of his lifetime followed the occup-
ation of farming until increasing infirmities incapacitated
him for active work when he rented his farm, but continued to
regide thereon amid the scenes and faces he knew and loved
best, As a Democrat he was elected chairman of New Diggings,

a Republican stronghold, and always took an active interest in
public affairs. Kind-hearted, generous and honest, he will be
greatly missed by the few remaining companions of his time, to
whom he was attatched by the ties of that genuine old-time
friendship which seemed to increase as the years went by.

Deceased was united in marriage to Mary Hurley at New
Diggings July 29, 1862 and their wedded life was a very happy
one until the tie was broken by the death of Mrs. Sullivan which
occured July 14, 1884, He is survived by eight children as
follows: Emma,»@géiggiiggfgggggg, Mrs. Julia McKenna, Charles,

John, James, Daniel anﬁgJoseph (GJE). A daughter, Mrs. Clara
j,'f_)l"‘,‘ }&M“!“ 15,?7 ‘—‘c'!-m-‘.‘)
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Wedige died in 1898, and other children died in infancy.

Another old settler is gone, a long and useful life 1is
closed, the earthly pilgrimage is ended, Down into " the
valley of the shadow of death" he has gone to meet the loved
ones waiting beyond in the bright dawn of eternity's never
ending day.



